Sunday, October 12, 2025

Title: Gratitude is a way of Life!
Luke 17:11-19
Introduction:
Brothers and sisters did you know that today, God has blessed you?
God’s blessings don’t always come in the form of money.

Today you weren’t affected by a fire, your house wasn’t destroyed. We
didn’t have any trouble on the way here. We haven’t been hit by a storm
or earthquake. Even if our children or family have problems, we still
praise God because they are alive and we can still see them, These are
just a few of the blessings God has given us today.

Our health alone is already a huge gift, Those who are sick are still alive,
aren’t they? Tell the person beside you, Thank you, because you are still
alive. And can we say thank you Lord, Amen.

Jesus was traveling to the border of Samaria and Galilee. He met ten men
with leprosy who stood at a distance, crying, ‘Lord, have mercy on us!’
He told them to go show themselves to the priests, and as they went, they
were healed. Only one returned to Praise and thank God. Jesus asked,
‘Were not all ten healed? Where are the other nine?’

So, what are the things we should be thankful to God for today?

1. ACKNOWLEDGE THAT GOD HAS THE ABILITY TO
CHANGE OUR SITUATIONS.

In the time of the New Testament, leprosy was considered a serious and
severe disease. It was highly contagious, and those with leprosy were
rejected by society, cast out from their communities and separated from
their families. It is painful to be separated or far from family, especially
when we are sick. We feel alone, as if we are carrying the burden of the
world.

You know, when I see someone who is sick, the first people I think of are
my father and also Lea’s parents.

It makes us think even you when we see someone who is sick, we wonder,
‘How can their situation be changed?’

In the Gospel, even the lepers themselves could not heal their own
disease; no one in that village was able to change their situation. We do



not have the ability to change our own situation. No matter what we do,
our own ability is limited. We cannot fully heal ourselves from every trial
and suffering.

I believe that people can be healed when they follow the instructions of
their doctors. Just like in the story of the lepers, their situation changed
the moment they obeyed what Jesus told them.

The Lord opened our eyes and hearts. When he told the lepers, ‘Go, show
yourselves to the priests, and you will be healed. He wanted to teach us
that no one has another refuge. He told us that when we obey Jesus our
situation can be changed. Whether a person is strong, weak, suffering
from a serious illness, or facing any kind of affliction, God is the one who
can change our situation. Do we believe this brothers and sisters? If you
believe, say Amen.

We often hear that when doctors or medicine can no longer help, they say
Only the Lord knows. So while we are still strong, let us allow God to
change our situation. And when we face illness, let us increase our faith,
trusting that He can heal us

2.VIEW EVERY NEED AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO THANK GOD

The lepers stood far away and couldn’t touch anyone. They were cut off
from everyone, even their loved ones. They couldn’t join worship, and a
bell around their necks declared, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’

When we are in a situation like this, can you still give thanks?

As Filipinos, when we greet others with, “How are you? What’s the
news?”’ Often, the answer we hear is, “Same as before.” And sometimes
we ask ourselves, “Why hasn’t God done anything good?”

In your (our) situation today, let us see it as an opportunity to give thanks.
Because it’s not only you or me who are experiencing challenges, there
are many of us going through the same things. Don’t look for reasons to
be ungrateful but look for reasons to be thankful.

One of the greatest blessings of following Christ is the peace that remains
in our hearts, even in the hardest times. I remember a Methodist minister
and a writer named Thomas Obadiah Chisholm.

Thomas went through a very difficult time. His health failed while he was
serving as a pastor, and in 1909 he had to leave his ministry. Later, he



also faced financial struggles because of hospital bills. Many people
might have become angry or bitter toward God in that situation, but
Thomas was different.

He didn’t see his suffering as a burden, but as an opportunity to be
thankful to God. Out of his pain came praise when he wrote the hymn
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness.”

This song, rooted deeply in God’s Word, still inspires and blesses us
today. And now, I want to sing for you one verse and the refrain.

Great 1s Thy faithfulness, O God my Father
There is no shadow of turning with Thee

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not
As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be

Great is Thy faithfulness Great is Thy faithfulness, Morning by morning
new mercies,l see All I have needed Thy hand hath provided Great is Thy
faithfulness, Lord, unto me.

3.RECOGNIZE THE GIVER AND NOT JUST THE GIFT

Verses 15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising
God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him
and he was a Samaritan. 18 Has no one returned to give praise to God
except this foreigner?

The nine were so happy to be healed that they forgot the Healer. They
gave a quick thank you and then went on their way. Sometimes, when we
are so happy, we forget the One who gave us the blessing.

Do you know what else is beautiful about this story that the Samaritan did
in today’s Gospel? He noticed what had happened in his life.. he was
healed!

Even more, he recognized that this healing was a gift from God.

So he returned to the source of the blessing, to Jesus Himself and gave
thanks with all his heart. He saw the gift he had received and recognized
the Giver Himself.

I have a story about a pastor and a farmer.

One day, a farmer came up to the pastor and said,

Pastor, could you please pray that the Lord would multiply my cows?”
“Of course,” the pastor replied, and he prayed for him.



A few weeks later, the farmer came back, full of excitement.
Then he added, “Pastor, Can you also pray that my goats will multiply
too?”

“Yes, of course,” said the pastor and he prayed again.

After a couple of months, the farmer returned once more and said,
“Pastor, this is the last one. Please pray that my sheep will multiply.”
The pastor prayed once again, and sure enough, all the farmer’s
animals greatly increased!

One day, the farmer came back. The pastor thought he was coming to ask
again for a prayer or he was coming to give thanks. But the farmer said,
“Pastor, because you prayed and all my animals multiplied, I want to give
you a gift.”

The poor pastor smiled, like this smile, expecting maybe a car, a cow, a
goat, or at least a sheep.

But then the farmer said, “Pastor, I’ll give you all my cats! Meow!” The
pastor laughed and said,

“Oh no, I’m in trouble! Cats? What am I supposed to do with those, can I
even eat them?”

Moral of the Story:

Sometimes we get so focused on the gift that we forget the Giver. True
gratitude means recognizing God as the source of every blessing, not just
the blessings themselves.

Conclusion:
While nine gave thanks for their new skin, but one gave thanks for his
new life.



