Sunday, October 19, 2025

Title: P.U.S.H. - Pray Until Something Happens
Text: Luke 18:1-8

Introduction

Can you gently push the person next to you and say, “Push! Push! How
did you feel when someone pushed you? Did something happen to you
when somebody pushed you? Did you move?

I had to take my driver’s license test four times and on the fourth try, |
prayed, 'Lord, please don’t let me embarrass myself again! I’'m a Filipino
and a pastor! I’ve already spent $64 if I fail again, it adds even more
stress to me.” | worried what the DMV staff might be thinking, 'Oh, here
comes that pastor again.” But thankfully with God’s help, I finally passed
and got 21 points.

In our gospel this morning, Jesus encouraged his disciples that they need
to pray always and not lose hope. Because even Jesus disciples were not
praying always, and even they would occasionally grow discouraged. It
happens to everyone - great saints, lowly sinners, you and me. We all
struggle with this. We all struggle with prayer, we all get discouraged in
life. So, what do we do about it?

So Jesus said, ‘Let me tell you a parable story of a widow who went to a
judge every day because she needed to obtain a favor.’

The widow didn’t mind the fatigue or what the judge might say about her
going back and forth. We don’t know if she was very talkative, or maybe
the judge had grown a little irritated with her persistence!

Which ladies here are widows? Hands up! Don’t worry- you’re not out
of hope yet, God’s got your back. Amen!

What does Jesus teach us today?

1.PUSH - Instead of overthinking

Overthinking blocks the clarity of a good mind, blocks the stream of
blessings, and blocks the stream of goodness. When a person is
overthinking, it affects their mood and facial expression. Forever serious,
they can’t even smile, it looks grumpy, their eyebrows meet, Can we all
smile? It seems like we’re overthinking too much! Thank you.



As we know in those days among the Jews, women’s legal rights were
very limited. The good thing about this woman was that she didn’t dwell
on or overthink her limited rights. What she did was she chose the right
person to approach and that person was the judge.

What Jesus wanted to show to his disciples and to us is that instead of
overthinking and losing hope, we should approach God through prayer.
Because through prayer, everything is overcome, No matter how
discouraging our life gets, no matter the sickness we are going through.

Regardless of the difficulties our family or children are going through, no
matter how long it seems to take for God to answer our prayers, we
should not ever give up on God.

All our battles are won through persistent prayer. Start praying so you
don’t lose hope. Philippians 4:6: Do not be anxious about anything, but in
every situation, by prayer and with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God.

2.PUSH-Rather than running away or hiding.

It’s good to know that running away or giving up should never be an
option for believers, because we have a God who hears our prayers.
When we give up and run away, our minds become filled with negative
thoughts. Why do some people choose to run away or give up, instead of
turning to God in prayer? Why do they live like that?

What’s the reason? Maybe because they feel that God didn’t hear their
prayers, or maybe they were left by someone they love. So they decide to
walk away or give up. Have we ever experienced that in our own lives?
When we turned away or gave up, did anything really change or did
things only get worse? Christians are not to be discouraged by delays,
instead we should persevere in faith, trusting God hears every sincere
prayer.

Let’s remember, the widow in the story didn’t run away or give up. For
her, running away or giving up was never an answer.

Please say to the person beside you, don’t run away, just get closer to
God.
Friends, if we truly value God’s Word and have embraced Christ in our
lives, then we have no reason to run away or give up.



Even when life feels upside down and everything seems out of control,
keep praying, because God will never let go of you. Let’s make prayer a
priority, just like the other priorities we have in life.

3.PUSH-Instead of Murmuring

In the gospel story, it says she kept coming to the judge, even though she
was refused for a while. But she kept coming, bringing a smile and
positive vibes, trusting that the judge would soon grant her request.

And I think this widow must be a Methodist because she didn’t murmur,
she stayed full of positive vibes, just like you guys, full of positive vibes,
is that true? Please Say to yourself, Lord ‘I am not murmuring. I am

praying.’

According to John Wesley and I quote — ‘Men should always be devoted
to prayer and never give up.” For Wesley, prayer was more than just a
routine, it was the essence of a Christian connection with God.

Instead of murmuring in our situations, we are encouraged to approach
God constantly, sharing our needs, struggles and hopes.

Learn to be patient. Things take time, and when they don’t happen right
away, trust in God’s timing.

Amen.



