Sunday, November 30, 2025

Ever Ready!
Matthew 24:37-44

(Unang Linggo ng Adbiyento — Linggo ng Pag-asa) 1* Sunday of Advent -Sunday
of Hope

When we are going somewhere, we always tell the one waiting for us, “I’m on my
way” or “I’ll be there in S minutes,” but they really mean 30 minutes because
they’re still getting dressed, still looking at their face in the mirror, or still combing
their hair, but they haven’t even stepped out of the house yet.

In Matthew 24:36—44, He tells us that no one knows the day or the hour of His
return. That’s why Advent reminds us to always be in preparation and reflection
because Jesus’ coming will be a surprise.

One of the hardest things to do is to wait. When you prepare for someone, and
when they don’t arrive, it becomes very difficult. And you begin to feel
discouraged. Remind yourselves that patience is hard. Though its hard, this should
remain as our Christian virtue - something that must never be lost. In our
contemporary world, it is difficult to accept anything that moves slowly. We want
everything to happen quickly and be finished as soon as possible. Yet, there are
things in life that should not be rushed, they require patience, even if it takes time.

Advent is a special season for waiting. and before we think that we are only
waiting for Christmas Day, Advent calls us to focus not only on the birth of our
Lord Jesus but also on His return at the end of time. In fact, preparing for the
Lord’s second coming is even more important than simply waiting for December
to arrive. That is why Advent is divided into two parts; the greater part is dedicated
to preparing ourselves for Christ’s return to the world.

This Sunday marks the First Sunday of Advent, reminding us once again of the
celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus.

Why are we encouraged to prepare ourselves and take time to reflect?

1. The days of evil are already in this world, and we live amidst them.

Jesus used the story of Noah as an example. In Noah’s time, people had no faith in
God. They had no time for Him. Their focus was only on themselves. Some Bible



scholars say Noah preached for almost 120 years, yet no one believed him. When
people saw Noah and his family building a huge ark, they only laughed and
mocked them. In their enjoyment and mockery of Noah’s family, they followed
only their own will and desires. They missed God’s warning. And they did not
realize that the flood had already come.

Every day, evil wakes up, ready for work. It doesn’t take breaks, and he knows the
pastor’s rest day, Monday. As a person grows stronger in faith, prayer, and love for
others, the forces of evil often grow stronger in response and makes our difficult
seasons even harder.

The evil one seeks to trap Christians and those who do not acknowledge God. His
constant desire is to destroy and remove the good habits and virtues within us. He
wants to take our patience, replacing short temper or hot headed.

God wants us to rise above the forces of evil, above difficult seasons. He desires
that we overcome them. God wants our love for Him to remain strong and our
obedience unwavering. We must not allow ourselves to be overwhelmed by evil
thoughts or actions. Instead, let us be proactive, strengthening our faith, deepening
our prayer life, and trusting God to guide and protect us through every challenge.

Advent reminds us to prepare our hearts, to have no fear, and refocus on God not
only at Christmas, but also in His promised return that he will come to save us in
these trying times.

2. Because we may lose our focus. Matthew 26:40-42

Then two men will be in the field,; one will be taken and the other left. Two women
will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. Therefore,
keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.

When we reflect on these verses, we notice that the two people mentioned are
doing the same tasks. Both working in the field, both preparing food, yet their
destinies are different. One is taken, and the other is left behind. It’s as if God is
showing us that even when people share the same daily routines, their responses to
His call can be very different. One is left, and one is taken. We might lose sight of
what truly matters.



Jesus is emphasizing the importance of a believer being ready. What we are truly
preparing for is the condition of our hearts, if our hearts are in the right place
toward the things around us and toward our fellow people.

I and Lea’s parents taught us when we were children about humility. Even when |
know I am right, even when I feel insulted, we continue to practice humility, to
apologize when I hurt others, even when it wasn’t my fault, letting go of grudges
and generosity. We learned to give so that we have empathy and mercy, This is
what our parents passed down to us, so that we would not lose focus on the reality
of life. And this is also what we will pass on to our children.

If we carry these qualities, we will not lose our way. We will remain anchored in
God and in what is right.

What distracts us, or diverts our attention in today’s time? Is it sickness? Is it lack

or need? In our trying times, there are so many things that try to separate us from
the love of God.

This Advent of Hope helps us to restore what has been lost in our lives and allows
us to refocus our hearts on the things that God desires for us.

3. Because Jesus will return unexpectedly.

This is the blessed promise: He will come again, He will come into our lives,
renewing our hope. He will come to every tribe and every nation, gathering all
people under His grace. His coming will be a moment the whole world cannot
ignore.

His coming will be like a thief in the night, silent, suddenly, without
announcement. He will appear at the very hour He chooses, at a time when our
guard is down and our hearts least expect Him

John always said, “I’ll be good tomorrow.”” He never prayed, never helped anyone.

One day, his friend said, “John, be ready! Jesus could come back anytime!” John
laughed, “No problem, I still have tomorrow!”” The next day, John woke up late,
spilled his coffee on his shirt, and shouted, “Oh no! Today is today! I better start
being good after I clean this mess!”” The lesson of this is we must lives each day
ready, keeping our hearts and actions aligned with God’s will, because ‘tomorrow’



is not guaranteed. The Lord’s unexpected return reminds us that we must keep our
hearts and faith in the right direction.

This season of Advent, one of the most important things we can do while waiting is
to ask ourselves, What am I doing with the time God has given me? Am I loving
and helpful? Do I pray? Am I self-controlled? Am I understanding? Do I perform
any works of mercy? Let us remember that each of us will be accountable to God
for how we use the hours, days, and opportunities he has entrusted to us.

Just like in the story, they were both busy working alongside each other, and they
didn’t realize that God had already arrived.

In every small act of kindness, in every prayer, in every act of helping others, we
show that our hearts are ready. And when He comes, even unexpectedly, we will be
with Him and say with full joy: ‘Here is my Lord.’

The return of Jesus is not only to be anticipated, it should also be reflected in the
way we live each day.

When Jesus returns, let us make sure our hearts are pure and well-prepared. Let us
continue to grow in love for God, love for others, and in our faith. Amen.



