
  The Messenger 
First United Methodist Church 

1339 W. 400 N., Marriott-Slaterville UT 84404 
  801-393-5662          www.fumcogdenut.org        ogdenfumc@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/ogdenfumc           Worship by Phone: 801-436-3829 

 

 August 2022 
  
  

 
PASTOR’S PEN 

     “During the night, Paul had a vision: 
there stood a man of Macedonia pleading 
with him and saying, ‘Come over to 

Macedonia and help us’ . . . We 
immediately tried to cross over to 
Macedonia, being convinced that 
God had called us to proclaim the 

good news to them” (Acts 16:9-10). 
      I’m writing this before, and you are reading it 
after, our July 27 congregational meeting with Rev. 
Rebekah Simon-Peter.  I’m hoping it will begin a 
fruitful time of discernment for us.  Every so often, a 
church needs to take stock of where it is and where it 
should go next.   
     Rebekah came to us with the content of her latest 
book, Forging a New Path:  Moving the Church 
Forward in a Post-Pandemic World.  Rather than tell 
us all the answers at our gathering on July 27, 
Rebekah left 25 copies of her book with us so we 
could read it.  She’s hoping we’ll digest and discuss it 
in small groups so we can think together about what 
God is calling us to do and where God is calling us to 
go.  Who are the people in our community who need 
our help?  Who are longing for the good news that 
has blessed and enriched our lives? 
     This discernment of next steps will take time and 
prayer.  I hope you will join me in reading, pondering, 
and talking with one another.  Once we have the 
books in hand, we’ll plan a schedule of readings and 
discussions.  In the meantime, please begin thinking 
and praying.  What do you want our church to do and 
be?  With whom would you like to be in ministry?  
Where do you feel energy and interest?  What do you 
perceive is God’s will for FUMC in the months and 
years ahead?  During the night, who do you hear 
calling for our attention and care? 
     Discerning a new path with you, 
     Rev. Kim 
 
 

 

 
AUGUST MISSION EMPHASIS 

IS ENCIRCLE 
          Encircle is 
a safe place for 
LGBTQ+ youth 
and young 
adults.  It's not an overnight shelter.  It's a place 
where they can meet other LGBTQ+ individuals and 
receive support that they cannot find otherwise.   
Encircle also provides support to parents and families 
of LGBTQ+ youth.  The overarching goal is to reduce 
the number of suicides among this vulnerable 
population.   
     Encircle was started in Utah when the founder 
realized that LGBTQ+ youth and young adults were 
significantly more likely to have suicidal thoughts or 
attempt suicide.  The focus of the Encircle program is 
to foster social connection, develop emotional and 
psychological skills, create positive emotional 
experiences, and promote authenticity.   
     Encircle offers daily programs, friendship circles, 
therapy, and drop-in hours to further its goals.  They 
also offer an online library with resources for the 
community at large.   
     Encircle has homes in Salt Lake, Provo, and Saint 
George - with homes in Heber City, Logan, and Ogden 
projected to open this year.  More information can be 
found at encircletogether.org.  Loose change in the 
offering plates and designated offerings during the 
month of August will go toward supporting Encircle. 

 
SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

  8:45 a.m.  Adult Sunday School in-person & Zoom 
10:00 a.m.  In-person Worship and via Facebook Live 
10:00 a.m.  “Kid’s Korner” available during sermon 
11:00 a.m.  Fellowship Time 
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http://www.facebook.com/ogdenfumc
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THE THREE-MINUTE RULE 
     Do you know what the three-
minute rule is?  This is a hospitality 
principle to make sure we notice and 
care for any worship visitors.  After 
the benediction, please use the first 
three minutes to speak with the 
persons whom you know the least.  
This way, we’ll make sure we are 
attentive and friendly to any guests 

in our midst.  If you happen to find yourself talking 
with a new visitor, please then introduce them to 
someone else.  This is called a “pass-off” and helps 
the newcomers not feel alone and ignored.  
Summertime and early fall are times when new 
persons often will check out a church, so let’s be 
ready to welcome them to FUMC! 

 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

     The Adult Sunday School Class is working through 
Paul’s Letter to the Galatians.  Steve James is leading 
us through the 
chapters, verses, 
and historical 
context.  Bring your 
own Bible or use 
one in the Wesley 
Room.  All are welcome!  The class meets at 8:45-
9:45 a.m. 
 

FRIDAY STUDY WILL RESUME SEPT. 9 
     Beginning September 9, 
the Friday Study is going to 
pick up where we left off in 
the book I Love Growing 
Older, but I’ll Never Grow 
Old by J. Ellsworth Kalas.  If 

you have a book, great!  Read chapter seven for that 
class.  If you don’t have this book yet, order it now, 
and read the earlier chapters this month.  Then you’ll 
have time to read and discuss chapter seven with us.  
The book has 12 chapters and deals with important 
issues for us as we’re aging. 
 

BOOK TALK 
     The Book Talk book of the month is Whose Names 
Are Unknown by Sanora Babb . 
Join us on Monday, August 8, at 
6:30 p.m. via Zoom. Contact 
Cheryl at 801-389-9864 for 
further information.   

BEEKEEPING MINISTRY 
     This summer has been challenging 
for the beekeepers with the hot 
weather. Many thanks to all for 
getting out there and getting sweaty!!  
     The heat is also a hardship on the 

bees. They must keep the hive at a temperature of 
91-97 degrees Fahrenheit for proper development of 
the young. Rarely does the temperature fluctuate 
more than 2 degrees a day. To cool the hive, the bees 
will fan their wings at the hive entrance, causing an 
upward draft of air to regulate the temperature. They 
will also gather on the outside of the hive in large 
masses called "bearding". We also position the hives 
so that they can get the afternoon shade and have 
extra space at the top of the hive for air to escape. If 
temperatures are at 100 degrees day after day, the 
queen may stop laying for a time. Temperature 
regulation of the hive is another marvel of the honey 
bee!  
     We are looking forward to the Honey Sale on 
October 21st & 22nd. In the meantime, you can shop 
online at www.kristenshoney.com. Look for new 
products coming soon!  
     If you would like to join the Beekeeping Ministry, 
email the Queen Bee, Kristen Bell at 
bellf4m@comcast.net. All ages welcome! 
 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
     On Sunday, August 21, children and youth are 
invited to bring their backpacks to worship for a 
special blessing as they 
begin the school year.  

 
 
 
 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
     UWF will have a craft day on 23 August 2022 at 
1:00 p.m. at the church.  We will be making the 
banners to be used 
at the entrance to 
the various rooms at 
the craft fair.  Please 
bring your irons and 
pressing pads.   
     There will not be a regular meeting in August.  We 
will resume meetings in the fall beginning on 27 
September 2022 at 12:00 with a soup buffet.  All 
ladies in the church are invited, so be sure to put it on 
your calendar. 

tel:(801)%20389-9864
http://www.kristenshoney.com/
mailto:bellf4m@comcast.net
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ROCKY RAILWAY VBS HAS ARRIVED 
     Rocky Railway VBS has 
arrived at Station 1339! Thank 
you to everyone who has or 
will be supporting us through 
meals, supplying donations, 
decorating, and volunteering 
during the week of August 1-5. 
We couldn’t have done it 

without you!  Now we ask you to pray for all those 
involved.   
Dear Lord,  
…we give this VBS to you. Let this event be an 
opportunity to pour your love into the lives of kids in 
our congregation and community 
…thank you for our volunteers and their willingness 
to serve. Give them energy, strength, and excitement 
as they get ready to pour into our kids.  
…thank you for all the children who will walk through 
our doors for VBS. May their hearts be open to hear 
what it is you would have for them.  
…thank you for our Children’s Ministry Team. Thank 
you for giving them a heart for our children and for 
being a vessel through which you will work.  
…thank you for our church and giving us a space in 
which we can gather and praise your name.  
…thank you for the families that will be part of VBS.  
…thank you for where you have placed us in this 
community and allowed our roots to grow.  
… We pray that this week strengthens relationships, 
changes hearts, and bring kids, families, and 
volunteers closer to you! AMEN.  
 
 

 

 

 

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALLGAME 

     United Methodist Men (UMM) invites you to the 
Ogden Raptors game on Sunday afternoon, August 
14th.  Game time is 2 pm (earlier than in years past).  
Cost of the ticket is $10 each.  Sign up and pay by 
Sunday, August 7th on the sheets in the church 
Narthex or by contacting David Barron.  His contact 
information is:  801-791-1761 (text) or 
danka005@comcast.net (email). 
     Hope you will plan to join us for a fun afternoon at 
Lindquist Field.  Go Raptors!    
 

CHANCEL CHOIR / BELL TONES  POTLUCK 
SCHEDULED 

     Well, singers and 
ringers, can you believe 
we are beginning to plan 
for the new season of 
singing and ringing?! 

     Let’s begin this upcoming season with a potluck 
dinner on Wednesday, 31 August, at 6:00 p.m. in the 
church narthex.  It will be good to get back together 
and talk about summer adventures (if we had some) 
and how we stayed cool (only the weather). 
     What to bring to eat is up to you.  Just bring 
enough for several people to share.  Eating utensils, 
plates, bowls, cups, and beverages will be provided. 
     If you know someone whom you believe would 
like to sing or ring, invite them, and let’s get 
acquainted. 
     Right now, masks are not required.  However, with 
what’s happening now with the new COVID variant, 
feel free to bring and wear a mask. 
     The chancel choir will probably begin this new 
season by singing on Sunday, 11 September. 
     So, please put 31 August on your calendar and let’s 
look forward to a new season of singing and ringing 
and be thankful for the many blessings we have. 
     If you have questions, please let Steve and/or 
Karen Miller know. 
 

 

mailto:danka005@comcast.net
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UNITED METHODIST MEN THANK YOU 
     The United Methodist Men would like to thank the 
entire 
congregation for 
their generous 
donations to the 
William H. and 
LaDean Stobaugh 
Scholarship program.  Through these donations this 
year we awarded two scholarships to two very 
deserving students.  For those that don’t know, the 
Stobaughs were long time educators and this 
scholarship program is their legacy.  We are happy to 
continue on with that legacy.  Again, thank you. 
 

     Many thanks to each 
of the committees that 
have hosted Fellowship 
Time on the first Sunday 

of the month.  We have SPR hosting August 7th and 
United Women of Faith on September 4th.  Please let 
me know if your team would like to host in October, 
November or December.  Please remember to clean 
the kitchen before you leave, taking the garbage out 
and sweeping the floor of the Narthex.  Don't 
hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.   
   -David Barron-   
 

ALUMINUM CAN RECYCLING 
     During the summer we all seem to drink more 
beverages in aluminum cans.  A BIG thank you goes 
out to all that have been bringing their aluminum 
cans to the church for recycling.  This money will be 
used toward the parking lot repaving invoice.  It’s a 
great way to support our church and save the planet 
at the same time!  Find the bin in the Wesley Room.  
Every dollar adds up!!  PLEASE – aluminum cans 
only!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 
     Thanks to SPR and the congregation for the nice 
birthday recognition and gift.  I appreciate you! 
   Rev. Kim 

SMITH’S INSPIRING DONATIONS 
     We were just 
notified that 
during the second 
quarter of 2022 

we earned $118.00 in donations from Smith’s grocery 
and pharmacy.  Thank you to the 22 households who 
have linked your loyalty cards to FUMC!   
     Smith's Food & Drug donates .5% of every eligible 
purchase made by participants to the organization 
their rewards card is linked to.  If you haven’t yet 
done this, please stop by the customer service 
counter the next time you are at Smith’s and ask 
them to help you make these easy donations to our 
church.  
 

 
 

      
 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
     Summer greetings.  Grace and peace to you! 
     Many thanks for your continued support of the 
Foundation 4 Orphans and the children we support in 
Mozambique.  Thank you for your recent donation of 
$400.00 from your birthday box!  And now I just 
received another check for $878.00.  You rock! 
     I also want to thank you for your warm welcome 
for me when I spoke at your church on Pentecost 
Sunday, June 5th.  You have a beautiful facility and 
faithful congregation.  I wish you well in the coming 
months and years as we deal with the schism of the 
United Methodist Church and the post COVID-19 
world. 
     Many thanks to Rev. Kim for her leadership and to 
each of you.  You are in my prayers.   
     I have a son living in Utah and intend to visit him 
when I can.  I’m more than happy to return to your 
church in the future – hopefully less than the six 
years since my first visit there in 2016. 
   In peace, 
   Rev. Wayne Lavender, Ph.D. 
 
     Thanks to all who contributed to the needs of the 
church by taking an ornament off the “Christmas 
tree” in the sanctuary and purchasing the item.  Every 
donation helps tremendously. 
   Gail Jensen 
   Office Manager 


