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Celebrating Pinecliff Children and 
Junior Youth Camp 2026 

By Earl Sarah S. Salmon         
     I am a Filipina young 
woman and former active 
youth officer and leader in 
the United Methodist 
Church (UMC) in the 
Philippines. I am grateful for 
the opportunity to 
represent Ogden First United Methodist Church 
(FUMC), together with my siblings, at Pinecliff 
Camp 2026. I see Pinecliff Camp as a special 
experience that helps children and youth grow 
spiritually, build meaningful friendships among 
UMC youth, and develop leadership skills. 

     I was asked 
if I would be 
interested in 
serving as a 
Children 
Counselor. At 
first, I wasn't 

sure if I was ready, but I decided to accept the 
opportunity. I am so thankful that I did not turn it 
down because it turned out to be one of the best 
decisions I have ever made. 
     Serving as a Children Counselor pushed me out 
of my comfort zone in ways I had never expected. I 
had the opportunity to encourage younger 
campers, help whenever I was needed, and learn 
what it truly means to serve others. There were 

moments 
when I felt 
nervous 
and even 
questioned 
my 

decision, but those moments became 
opportunities for God to teach me patience, 
responsibility, and leadership.       

     The following 
week, I returned 
to Pinecliff Camp 
not as a counselor 
but as a camper, 
together with my 
siblings, Earl 
Samuel and Earl 

Sheena. We were also blessed by the presence of 
our parents, Pastor April and Deaconess Lea, who 
stayed at the camp and helped in any way they 
could. Their presence as church workers was a 
great source of encouragement, not only for us but 
also for the many children and youth attending the 
camp. 
     One of the most meaningful moments of the 
week was sharing Holy Communion, led by Pastor 
April, Pastor Dave, and Pastor Matthew.  Following 
the Communion service, the pastors took time to 
answer questions from both campers and 
counselors, offering wisdom, encouragement, and 
spiritual guidance.  Their willingness to listen and 
share their experiences created a meaningful 
connection with the young people and reminded us 
of the importance of faith, fellowship and 
discipleship. 

     Another 
powerful moment 
of my Pinecliff 
Camp experience 
was the trail to 
the Cross.  As we 
journeyed along 

the path, I found myself reflecting on Jesus’ 
journey to Golgotha.  Every step became a 
reminder of Christ’s 
sacrifice, suffering, 
and unconditional 
love for humanity.  
The climb was not 
always easy, but it 
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became a symbol of the challenges and struggles 
we encounter in our own journey of faith.  As we 
continued walking, the trail became more than just 
a path through nature – it became a spiritual 
journey of prayer, reflection, and gratitude.  
Reaching the Cross reminded me of Christ’s victory 
over sin and death, and it filled my heart with 
hope, peace and a deeper commitment to follow 
Him. 

     According to the 
senior counselors, 
this year’s camp 
had a larger 
attendance, with 
about 25 junior 
youth participating.  
As a young person 
and a pastor’s kid, I 

pray that the vision and spirit of Pinecliff Camp will 
continue to grow and be supported by every 
church in our conference.  May more children and 
youth be encouraged to experience the Pinecliff 
Camp. 
     My siblings were also inspired by their 
experience at Pinecliff Camp.  After witnessing the 
joy of serving and the impact of it, they expressed 
their desire to become counselors in next year’s 
camp. 
     I believe that young people are not merely the 
future of the church.  We are an important part of 
the church and its ministry today. 

     We 
would like 
to express 
our 
heartfelt 
gratitude to 
our camp 
director, 
Austin 
Barron, 

along with Elisha Hewes, Donna Kasten and all the 
counselors and staff, volunteers and others who 
helped make Pinecliff Camp a meaningful and 
successful experience and Ogden FUMC. 

CHRIST ABOVE ALL! 
In Tagalog “Si Hesus Higit Sa Lahat” 

 
 

AUGUST MISSION EMPHASIS 
CCS Pantry Packs 

     The Mission Emphasis for August is Pantry 
Packs, a ministry of Catholic Community Services 
that helps provide weekend meals for children in 
our community who may not have enough food 
when school is not in session. 
     Last year, thanks to the generosity of our 
congregation, we raised just over $1,000 and 
provided 168 Pantry Packs for children in our 
community. Each Pantry Pack contained six meals 
and four snacks, helping children who might 
otherwise have gone without food over the 
weekend. The staff at Catholic Community Services 
expressed their sincere gratitude for our 
congregation’s generosity and support. 
     As students head back to school this month, 
many are excited for a new school year. 
Unfortunately, for some children, weekends can 
bring uncertainty about whether they’ll have 
enough to eat. Through its Bridging the 
Gap program, Catholic Community Services works 
with local schools to identify children who need 
extra food when school meals aren’t available. The 
Pantry Packs are discreetly placed in students’ 
backpacks, allowing assistance to be provided 
while preserving each child’s dignity. 
     Throughout August, loose change in the offering 
plates, along with designated gifts, will be used to 
purchase food and supplies for this year’s Pantry 
Packs. Additional information about volunteer 
opportunities to help assemble the packs will be 
shared as plans are finalized. 
     Thank you for your continued generosity and 
support of this important ministry. Together, we 
can once again help ensure that children in our 
community have food for the weekend and are 
ready to return to school nourished and ready to 
learn. 
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TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME 
     The United Methodist 
Men will host the annual 
Raptors baseball game 
and offer tickets for the 
game for $20/person. 

The game will be Saturday, August 22nd at 6:30. 
The last date to purchase tickets will be August 9 
during fellowship time. The block of tickets will be 
purchased on August 11 and will be available on 
August 16 during fellowship time. See Denny St 
John if you have questions.  

 
BOOK TALK     

     The Book Talk book of the month is Culpability 
by Bruce Holsinger.  Join us on 
Monday, August 10, 2026, at 2:00 
p.m. at the home of Cheryl 
Thompson. 

 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

     The Children’s Ministry 
Team is taking a break from 
Sunday School for the summer 
to allow our teachers to have 
a well-deserved break and to 
allow for family summer fun 

time and vacations.  We are gearing up to  return in 
September. 
     Nursery will still be available each Sunday with 
our amazing Nursery worker, Leah.  We need 
Nursery volunteers through the summer, so if you 
have had your background check done and would 
like to help, please check the sign-up sheet in the 
narthex. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VBS IS BACK 
     We are excited to announce a 
Fruit of the Spirit, VBS weekend, 
next week, August 7-9!  We are 
excited to announce registration is 
open for Fruit of the Spirit VBS! Click 
on google docs link below to 

register:  
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfZ5crQ_tON
8Of5pYkWja9AeB2MmYhy28EOmVZ0Lwrj-
SmYYA/viewform 
 

 
 
 

JOIN THE CHANCEL CHOIR AND  
MAKE A JOYFUL SOUND 

     After a summer break, the 
chancel choir will soon be 
singing.  The choir is seeking 
new members to help support 
our church with music.  Many in 
our congregation can sing and 
enjoy singing.  Choir members 

would appreciate your joining the chancel choir. 
     Our chancel choir members believe music is a 
vital and necessary part of our church ministry. We 
enjoy singing and want the congregation to enjoy 
our singing. New choir members will help make our 
music better. Participating in this ministry of music 
is very rewarding and well worth your time. 
     Do you have to be a trained vocalist?  Most of 
our choir members have not had formal vocal 
training.  Being a choir member is a willingness to 
learn the music. 
     If you would like to join the chancel choir, now is 
your opportunity.  Talk with either Karen or Steve 
Miller or with current choir members about our 
chancel choir activity.  So, come join the chancel 
choir and sing and make a joyful sound. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfZ5crQ_tON8Of5pYkWja9AeB2MmYhy28EOmVZ0Lwrj-SmYYA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfZ5crQ_tON8Of5pYkWja9AeB2MmYhy28EOmVZ0Lwrj-SmYYA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfZ5crQ_tON8Of5pYkWja9AeB2MmYhy28EOmVZ0Lwrj-SmYYA/viewform
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FELLOWSHIP HOUR 
      Fellowship time host sign-ups for 
August and September are now 
available on the clipboard table in the 
narthex. Thank you, July hosts.  The 

coffee and treats after worship services are much 
appreciated! 

 

REMINDER:  UWF will 
not have a meeting in 
August.  The next one 
will be Tuesday, 
September 21st at 

NOON in the Wesley Room (Note: this is a time 
change).  All women are invited to come for soup 
and dessert fellowship at our Fall Kick-off.  The 
regular meeting will follow the lunch.  Bring an 
item to share if you like.  Please bring a friend! 

 
CRAFT FAIR NEWS 

     You are invited! This 
year’s Craft Fair will be 
held Friday, Oct. 23, 1 pm 
– 6 pm, and Saturday, 
Oct. 24, 9 am – 4 pm. 

     Vendors are still needed. Please send contact 
information to Becky 
Senekjian at BSenekjian@comcast.net.  
     This is a church effort with many ways 
to participate from moving tables before and after 
the craft fair to helping during the craft fair to 
donating handmade items and baked goods. See 
Julie Coley,  Jennie Sambamurthi, and Carolyn 
Moore (Silent Auction) to volunteer in any 
way or to get answers to your questions.  
     Along with supporting our church, the success of 
this Craft Fair supports the Lantern House, Your 
Community Connection, Family Counseling Center, 
Joyce Hansen Food Bank, and the Ogden Rescue 
Mission. 
 

CHURCH GAME NIGHT 
     You’re invited to the Church Night activity on 
Friday, August 28 at 6:00 pm!  Please bring potluck 
snacks and games 
to share. 
 
 

EDUCATION FUND CREATED 
     Our pastor and his 
family have found out 
that the costs of 
education in the United 
States are much more 
expensive than in the 
Philippines.  This has 
prevented Sarah from 
being able to start 

college here.  Even though she qualifies for 
scholarships, they do not cover the added cost of 
NOT being a U.S. citizen. 
     The SPR committee has been told that 
congregation members would like to start an 
Education Fund to help with saving toward school 
fees that have been unexpected. 
     If you would like to contribute, make your check 
to First United Methodist Church and mark it for 
Education Fund.  
 

      We were just 
notified that 
during the second 
quarter of 2026 

we earned $86.57 in donations from Smith’s grocery 
and pharmacy.  Thank you to the 23 households who 
have linked your loyalty cards to FUMC!   
     Smith's Food & Drug donates .5% of every eligible 
purchase made by participants to the organization 
their rewards card is linked to.  If you haven’t yet 
done this, please stop by the customer service 
counter the next time you are at Smith’s and ask 
them to help you make these easy donations to our 
church. 

 
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

     On Sunday, August 23, children, youth, and 
educators are invited to bring their backpacks to 
worship for a special blessing as they begin the school 
year. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Grace and peace to you. 
     We are writing this letter to formally 
acknowledge the receipt of your generous 
monetary donation in the amount of $1,232.66.  
The funds were received safely and have been 
deposited into the mission’s account. 
     We are profoundly grateful for the faithful 
support and continuous prayers from the 
congregation of the Ogden United Methodist 
Church.  Your generous contribution will be directly 
utilized to support and sustain the ongoing mission 
work in Cantilan, Surigao Del Sur, Philippines.  It 
will greatly aid our efforts in community outreach, 
spiritual nourishment, and providing essential 
assistance to those in need within our local 
community. 
     Your partnership in this ministry makes a 
significant impact, and we thank God for your 
willingness to share your blessings with us across 
the miles.  We promise to steward these funds with 
the utmost care and integrity to the glory of His 
kingdom. 
     May the Lord continue to bless your church, its 
leadership, and every member of your 
congregation abundantly. 
 
In Christ’s service, 
Rev. Mark Kevin O. Nebran 
District Superintendent 
East Mindanao Philippines Annual Conference 
 
 
     Thanks church friends, for your positive 
thoughts and prayers at the loss of my niece, 
Mandi.  My family is having a Celebration of Her 
Life at the end of August, when we can all gather 
together. Praise be to God for His comfort and 
strength at this time. 

With Love in Christ Jesus,  
Chris Hicks 
 
 
 

DOING A LITTLE ADDS UP TO A LOT 
     We want to thank everyone that has been 
faithfully bringing their aluminum cans to the 
church for recycling.  This money is put toward our 
general fund for all kinds of uses.  It’s a great way 
to support the church and save the planet at the 
same time!  Find the bin in the 
Wesley Room.  
(REMINDER – aluminum 
cans only!) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


