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PASTOR’S PEN 
     “For nothing will be impossible with God” 
(Luke 1:37). 

 As Matthew and Luke tell it, the 
Christmas story is one impossible thing 
after another.  The barren Elizabeth 

bears a son, and her mute husband becomes able to 
speak.  The lowly Virgin Mary conceives a child from 
God.  Her fiancé Joseph somehow forgives and 
accepts what is happening.  A census takes the 
couple to Bethlehem, where the baby Jesus is born in 
a stable.  An angel has already communicated with 
Zechariah, Mary, and Joseph; and now a whole host 
of angels proclaims the good news to shepherds in 
their fields.  The shepherds go and see for themselves 
and then share the good news.  Wise men from the 
east find their way to Bethlehem to worship the 
young king and warn the family of pending danger.  
The Holy Family is able to escape Herod’s murderous 
plan and flee to Egypt.  Eventually, the refugees are 
able to return safely to Nazareth, where Joseph and 
Mary raise Jesus as the amazing Son of God. 
 There’s no doubt about the message the 
gospel writers wanted to convey:  Keep hope alive.  
“Nothing will be impossible with God.”  Not biology, 
not misunderstandings, not shame, not jealousy, not 
political oppression, not poverty, not even 
murderous powers can limit God’s love from opening 
up new possibilities for life and salvation.   
 That reminds me of what the Apostle Paul 
wrote in Romans 8:38-39:  “For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 So, my dear people, in this Christmas season, 
hear this good news.  Whatever your concerns—
whether financial, relational, psychological, spiritual, 
physical, or political—God’s got us covered.  Nearly 
two years into this pandemic, we’re all tired and 
cranky.  We’re all short on hope and patience.  We’re 
all feeling worried, angry, and sad.  But we don’t have 

to dwell there.  It may take more time—like the nine 
months of a baby’s gestation, like the maturation of a 
Savior, or like the coming of the Kingdom of God.  
But, even now, we can live in hope.  We can be 
confident that nothing is impossible with God.   
  Merry Christmas!  Rev. Kim 
 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
           Please plan to participate in 
the following Advent & Christmas 
worship services and invite others to 
attend with you.  We will continue to 
wear masks in worship during the 

month of December.  All of the following services will 
also be livestreamed on Facebook, if you prefer to 
worship from home. 
Dec. 5—Austin Barron & Youth Worship Service will 
include communion. 
Dec. 12—Music Sunday will feature the Chancel Choir 
& Bell Tones. 
Dec. 19—Fourth Sunday of Advent.  Rev. Kim will 
preach. 
Dec. 24—7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service will include 
carols, scripture, special music, and individually-held 
candles.   

 
FRIDAY STUDY 

     The Friday Class is continuing 
its study on “Methodist 
Spirituality in a Postmodern 
World.”  Alan Livingston is 
leading the class by Zoom.  

Watch for the link in the Thursday weekly email from 
the church office.  The main text is Beyond 
Resistance:  The Institutional Church Meets the 
Postmodern World by John Dorhauer.   
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
  8:45 a.m.  Adult Sunday School in-person & Zoom 
10:00 a.m.  In-person Worship and via Facebook Live 
10:00 a.m.  In-person Youth Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  Fellowship Time 
11:30 a.m.  Zoom Fellowship (3rd Sunday Monthly) 

http://www.fumcogdenut.org/
mailto:ogdenfumc@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/ogdenfumc
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
     The Adult Sunday 
School Class is continuing 
to read and discuss The 
Difficult Words of Jesus:  A 
Beginner’s Guide to His 
Most Perplexing Teachings 

by Amy-Jill Levine.  The class meets 8:45 – 9:45 a.m. 
each Sunday.  All are welcome! 
 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
     The Chancel Choir, the Bell 
Tones, organist Karen Miller, 
and cellist Chris Green will 
present a Christmas concert 
on Wednesday, December 15, 

at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  Most of the concert 
will be sacred music, but some popular Christmas 
tunes will also be included.  Please invite friends and 
family members to come.  The concert is free, but an 
offering will be accepted for the Music Fund. 
 

EXTRA MUSIC 
     The Bell Tones will present 
a concert of music to a 
women’s group at the 
Christian Life Center in Layton 
on Saturday, December 4.  

The FUMC Men’s Choir will sing for the UMW 
Christmas Luncheon on Saturday, December 11.  
Thanks to Karen & Steve Miller and the volunteer 
musicians for all the extra time they are putting in to 
help prepare for these events.   

 
YEAR END GIFTS BROCHURE 

     In this newsletter, you will find a Year End Gifts 
Brochure.  This was provided to us by the Methodists 
Helping Methodists Foundation in Denver.  If you 
would like to include First UMC in your estate plan, 
the MHM Foundation is ready and willing to help you 
set that up.  Also, if you have a Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD) from an IRA, you might want to 
consider having your IRA 
administrator send that 
RMD (or a portion of it) 
directly to FUMC.  That 
way you can make your 
donation to the church 
from tax-free funds.  
Please note that the age requirement has been 
increased from 70.5 to 72 years. 

DECEMBER MISSION EMPHASIS  
IS THE BLACK COLLEGE FUND 

     One of the most significant ways The United 
Methodist Church helps make quality education 
accessible to all is through the Black College Fund. 
The fund supports the 11 historically black colleges 
and universities (HBCUs) related to the church — the 
largest number of black colleges and universities 
receiving funding from any church body in the United 
States.  It was created in 1972 to more reliably 
provide support to these bodies of higher education. 
     These 11 institutions play an 
indispensable role in shaping 
diverse young leaders for the 
church and the world. UM-
related black colleges and 
universities offer a chance to 
everyone with a dream and a 
commitment to excel – 
regardless of race, class, gender 
or ethnic heritage. They also 
extend important educational 
opportunities to countless 
underserved and first-
generation college students 
who might not be able to pursue a degree otherwise, 
despite their talents, skills and passions. 
     The UM-related black colleges and universities, far 
beyond proportion to their numbers and financial 
resources, are responsible for educating some of the 
world’s most effective and recognized leaders. That 
impressive cadre includes preachers, district 
superintendents, bishops, college professors and 
presidents, general agency staff, legislators and 
community leaders. 
     The money collected for the Black College Fund 
goes to the support of students and the 
schools.  More than 95 percent of all proceeds of the 
fund flow directly to HBCU campuses, where they 
help to strengthen programs, provide vital 
infrastructure and keep tuition costs low. In doing so, 
the fund ensures that these schools are accessible 
even by students from households with modest 
incomes. These colleges are and always have been 
open to all. Loose change in the offering plate in 
December will support the Black College Fund. 
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2022 MISSION EMPHASIS RECOMMENDATIONS

 

      The Missions Committee is looking for 
recommendations for mission emphases for 
2022.  These can be local, national, or international 
organizations that have impacted you or that you'd 
like to teach our congregation about.  If you have 
suggestions for the committee, please send them by 
Dec. 2nd to vareasoner@gmail.com.  Include the 
name of the organization and a couple of months you 
would be available to present it to the 
congregation.  You would be responsible for writing a 
newsletter article and a 3 minute presentation for 
worship.  If you have any questions, please let 
Victoria Hair know via email at 
vareasoner@gmail.com. 

 
BEEKEEPING MINISTRY 

By Queen Bee, Kristen Bell 
     The Beekeeping Ministry is very 
grateful for the generous support 
everyone gave to our October Honey 
Sale and ongoing online product sales 
at www.kristenshoney.com.  With 

your purchases, you made it possible for our ministry 
to spread the love of God to those in need in Ogden 
and beyond. We have given $500 to The Lantern 
House kitchen to purchase an industrial hand mixer 
and food for the weekend meals. The Youth Futures 
shelter in Ogden provides services to homeless and 
at-risk youth and we sent them $500 for all of their 
good works. YCC, the family crisis center for victims 
of domestic violence also received aid in the amount 
of $350. Heifer International offers a program for 
people to receive a colony of bees, a bee hive, 
equipment and education on keeping bees as a 
sustainable form of income. Our ministry donated 
five gifts of bees to this program at a cost of $150. 
We have also set aside $500 for missionary support. 
In addition, we gave $500 towards the new 
dishwasher in the First UMC kitchen. Earlier in the 
year we sent $500 to UM Missionaries. This is a total 
of $4000 in 2021 to charities from our little ministry! 
     Again, this is all possible by your participation with 
us to care for God’s creation. Fellow beekeepers, you 
have earned a winter’s rest! We will be back in March 
caring for the bees and enjoying fellowship at the 
hives! 

GARDEN MINISTRY 
By Kristen Bell 

     When you plant a seed, God 
can turn it into a miracle. Yes, 
that is what I believe and here 
is a story to illustrate it. Last 
May I taught Ray Christian 
how to plant pumpkin seeds in 
our Community Garden. Over 

the summer we watched those small seeds turn into 
humongous vines that vigorously took over the 
garden space and beyond. Then the plants began to 
produce beautiful orange flowers that our bees loved 
to visit and pollinate. By September we had many 
bright orange pumpkins gracing the garden. We 
began harvesting the pumpkins and offering them for 
sale to church members at a nominal cost. The 
proceeds were earmarked for the George E. Wahlen 
Veterans Home Activity Fund. This helps the home 
take the veterans on field trips or provides for other 
needs. Our sale was well received and each week we 
would add a dozen more pumpkins to the 
wheelbarrow in the Narthex. Then a frost was 
predicted mid-October and we put all of the 
remaining pumpkins in the Narthex, 25 or so, along 
with the rest of the Acorn Squash. I was very 
surprised and happy the following week to see that 
all of the pumpkins and squash were gone. It wasn’t 
until the beginning of November when I learned what 
had happened to all of that produce. 
     Rev. Kim told us that the Annual Conference in 
Ogden, though remote, needed decorations for the 
event that would be broadcast to everyone. Our 
pumpkins, squash and a beautiful flower 
arrangement from a memorial service were donated 
by our church, along with some other items. Then 
when the conference ended, the pumpkins and 
squash were purchased by the United Methodist 
conference organizers. The monies were returned to 
us for the benefit of the veterans. The pumpkins 
were taken to the Blackfeet Reservation in Montana 
for the children to carve for Halloween! 

 

mailto:vareasoner@gmail.com
mailto:vareasoner@gmail.com
http://www.kristenshoney.com/
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THIRD SUNDAY ZOOM FELLOWSHIP 
     We’ve started having 
Zoom Fellowship again on 
the third Sundays of each 
month, beginning at 11:30 

a.m.  This gives an opportunity for fellowship with 
those worshiping from home through Facebook Live.  
Watch the weekly email for the Zoom link.  
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
Thanks to all who 
participated, purchased 
items and food during 
the Oct. 29-30 Craft 
Fair.  A nice assortment 
of items is available in the Narthex. Consider these 
for your stocking stuffers and Christmas gifts!  Final 
sale date is Dec. 19. 
For your ADVENT CANDLES placement:  find lovely 
hand-made plates for $7.00 each in the Narthex. 
Payment for articles is with cash or check. 
     ALL WOMEN are invited Dec. 11 (Sat) 11:30 AM to 
our Christmas Potluck in the Narthex. Bring a dish of 
your choice to share.  The Men’s Chorus will sing. 
Bring a friend! 
 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR NURSING HOME 
We've been asked to help provide some Christmas 
joy and necessities for impoverished residents of the 
Lomond Peaks Nursing Home.  Some of these persons 
were previously residents of the Lantern House 
and/or struggled with poverty and 
homelessness.  Now they need skilled nursing 
care.  They have little or no family support.  Once the 
church is decorated on 
Nov. 27, you will find tags 
of desired gifts on the tree 
in the Narthex near the 
office.  Some of the 
residents asked for very 
simple things like hygiene 
supplies.  Others asked for more expensive items.  If 
more things are on the list than you can afford, 
please choose what you can do.  The staff at Lomond 
Peaks assured us that not all the expensive items are 
necessary.  If you have multiple items and want to 
wrap them independently (more fun for the 
resident), please make sure all items for your person 
are in one bag with their identification clearly 
labeled.   

 

BOOK TALK 
     The Book Talk book of the month 
is Killers of the Flower Moon by 
David Grann. Join us on Monday, 
December 11 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom 
for our book discussion. The Zoom 
link will be shared through email or 

contact Cheryl at 801-389-9864 for more 
information. We have chosen our new books for 2022.  
Watch for the bookmarks in the narthex. 
 

2022 BOOK TALK READING LIST 
January - The Cuckoo's Calling by Robert Galbraith 
February- Blindness by Jose Saramago  
March - The Rent Collector by Camron Wright  
April - The Evening and the 
Morning by Ken Follett  
May - Indian Killer by Sherman 
Alexie   
June - Freefall by Jessica Barry  
July - The Orphan Keeper by 
Camron Wright  
August - Whose Names Are Unknown by Sanora Babb  
September - The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles  
October - The Radium Girls by Kate Moore 
November - Howard's End by E.M. Forster  
December - Three Weeks with My Brother by Nicholas 
Sparks & Micah Sparks 
 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
     The next UMM 
meeting is Monday, 
December 13th at 6:30pm.  
Look for more 
information and the 
ZOOM link in the weekly church email.  
 

UMM SPONSORED HOCKEY NIGHT 
     It's hockey season and the 
United Methodist Men is 
sponsoring a hockey night at 
the Ogden Mustangs for 

Friday, December 10th, 2021.  Tickets are $7 each 
provided we can get at least 20 people.  Please 
contact Tim Stenner @801-791-7138 or 
timothy_stenner@hotmail.com; or Paul Kriekard for 
reservations.  We will have a sign-up sheet at church 
as well for those interested. 

 
 
 

mailto:timothy_stenner@hotmail.com
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UM GLOBAL MINISTRIES/UMCOR NEWS 

     During their online meetings Oct. 26-29, the board 
of United Methodist Global Ministries and the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief approved more than 
$10 million in grants.  They promised support for 
agriculture in Africa, migrants around the world, 
disaster relief in Haiti, malaria mitigation in Africa, 
and wildfire recovery in the Pacific Northwest.  Also 
discussed was a pilot program coming to Georgia to 
get churches plugged into solar power. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RECYCLE FOR THE YOUTH 

     Thanks to all that have been bringing their 
aluminum cans to the church for the youth ministry.  
This money is used for activities and trips.  It’s a great 
way to support the youth and save the planet at the 
same time!  Find the bin in the Wesley Room.  Every 
dollar adds up!!  PLEASE – aluminum cans ONLY!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHURCH CONFERENCE, DEC 12 
     Everyone is encouraged to attend the Church 
Conference on Sunday, December 12, at 4:30 p.m.  
This annual church meeting will be held in-person 
(only) in the sanctuary.  Our District Superintendent 
Elizabeth McVicker will lead the Church Conference, 

as we review 2021 and elect officers for 2022.  All 
church members are eligible to vote at the meeting.  
Immediately following the Church Conference, the 
Church Council will convene briefly to approve 
FUMC’s 2022 budget.   

 
-------------------- -------------------- 

SPONSOR A POINSETTIA 

It’s time to decorate the church for Advent & 
Christmas.  If you would like to sponsor a poinsettia, 
the cost will be $14 per plant.  The list of those being 
honored and memorialized will be printed in the 
December 19 bulletin insert.  To help our finance 
secretaries and Gail keep all this straight, please mark 
your donations "Poinsettia" and attach the following 
information with the check:     
 
Your Name(s) 
___________________________________________
______________________________ 
 
The person(s) you wish to ____Honor or 
_____Memorialize:  
 
___________________________________________ 

 
   
Paid $14 x _____ =  $_________   Poinsettias may be 
taken home after the Christmas Eve service. 

 


