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INTRODUCTION 
 
 What a week we’ve just been through.  If the political events weren’t enough to stress you out—

one way or another—our congregation had two funerals, a life-threatening medical situation, and 

another hospitalization.  If you weren’t involved in those situations, how about this week’s wintery 

weather?  On Monday, the Utah State Highway Patrol investigated over 300 car accidents.  Then on 

Thursday morning, more snowfall meant extra work of shoveling, extra fear of slipping and falling, and 

maybe some self-imposed travel and activity restrictions. 

 Our Troop #577 Boy Scout and Cub Scout families who are here today also know about extra 

stress.  No doubt, coming to this church service, which is outside your normal routine and above and 

beyond your usual duties, required some extra effort.  In addition, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 

Day Saints officially stopped participating in the Boy Scout program at the end of 2019.  So, troops 

everywhere in Utah have been feeling the pinch of lost scouts and leaders over the past month or so.   

 One thing after another, life is full of challenges, isn’t it?  Life was like that back in Bible times 

too.  When the Apostle Paul wrote his letter to the Christians in Rome during the first century, he talked 

about hardship, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, and sword.  And, yet, Paul wrote, they 

didn’t have to be discouraged or overwhelmed.  In his great rhetorical style, Paul asked and answered 

the question, “What then are we to say about these things?”  Last Sunday we explored his first answer:  

“God is for us!”  Today, I’d like us to consider his second answer:  “Jesus intercedes for us!” 

 
1—JESUS DIED  
 
 In Romans 8:32-34, Paul gives us some reasons why we can rejoice in this good news.  The first 

reason we can believe and trust that Jesus intercedes for us is that Jesus died.  I know that sounds a little 
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weird, at first.  How can someone who is dead help you?  Wouldn’t it be better if our advocate and 

superhero were still alive, fighting the good fight and protecting us from danger?  For sure, if I had to go 

to court, I wouldn’t want a lawyer who had just died, or even one who was sick.  I’d want an advocate 

who was strong and robust, who had gotten a full night’s sleep and eaten a healthy breakfast.   

 But when Christians talk about Jesus’ death, we mean a whole lot more than that.  When the 

Apostle Paul spoke of “Christ Jesus, who died,” that was shorthand for the Christian belief that God did 

not withhold his own Son in the rarified space of heaven, where he would be bubble-wrapped and 

safeguarded from all dangers.  Instead, God allowed him, sent him, and gave him to the world as a 

vulnerable human baby, who grew up with all the risks inherent in our mortal flesh-and-blood bodies.  In 

other words, Jesus wasn’t just fully God.  Jesus was also fully human, able in every way to understand 

our life, our pain, our struggles, and our experience.  

 There’s an atonement theory that says what’s important about Jesus’ death is that God’s 

righteous anger and justice required a perfect sacrifice in order to forgive us humans for our sins.  In the 

tradition of Jewish priests who offered lambs, rams, and goats in burnt offerings for sin, Jesus’ death on 

the cross has been perceived as the ultimate sacrifice and the fulfillment of God’s plan for our salvation.   

 Personally, I prefer to think of the power of Jesus’ death not so much like a lamb sacrificed to 

appease an angry God, but more that Jesus, in his great conviction, was willing to do what he believed 

was right no matter the consequences he might later experience.  It wasn’t Jesus’ death on the cross 

that was essential for our salvation.  Rather, our salvation is possible because of the actions of healing 

and mercy that Jesus took, the love he shared, the teachings he provided, and the invitation he offered 

for us to join in his ministry.  We find our salvation by participating with Jesus in those life-supporting 

actions, even if and in spite of the fact that, other people and powers might lash out against us.  

 So, when we see ourselves and others in need of forgiveness and healing care, what then are we 

to say?  How about, yes, the Christ Jesus who died intercedes for us, that we too might have the courage 

to live and die like Jesus did. 
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2—JESUS WAS RAISED 
 
 A second way that the Apostle Paul unpacks Jesus’ intercession is by saying that, after he died, 

Christ Jesus was raised.  Vindicating that Jesus was right in what he did, God raised Jesus to life again.  

Seen by Mary outside the tomb, seen by the disciples behind closed doors, seen by the disciples on a 

beach, and seen and heard by others in various places—Jesus’ post-resurrection life was attested and 

affirmed by hundreds.  Even now, 2000 years later, many of us could sing, “I serve a risen savior, he’s in 

the world today;/ he walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way./  I see his hand of mercy, 

I hear his voice of cheer,/ and just the time I need him, he’s always near.” 

 This confidence in Christ’s resurrection assures us that the same kind of intercession that Jesus 

offered during his 33 years or so of flesh-and-blood life continues for us.  That kind of intervention in our 

lives, that kind of guidance and example, that kind of forgiveness and grace, that kind of inspiration and 

power continue to be possible century after century, generation after generation, and even year after 

year and day after day in our own lives because God raised Jesus from the dead.  The risen Jesus 

interrupts, interferes, interacts, intercepts, interposes, intermingles, and intermediates on our behalf.  

Our resurrected and very-alive Jesus is constantly and powerfully busy trying to get our attention in 

order to repair and heal any broken relationships with God.   

 
3—JESUS IS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD 
 
 And, then, last but not least, Paul names a third way that Jesus intercedes for us.  Jesus 

intercedes at the right hand of God.  This concept of Jesus’ ascending to heaven to be with God and then 

taking his proper place at the right hand of God the Father comes up a total of 12 times in the New 

Testament.  Please take no offense, lefties.  Jesus is there for you too.  While such right-hand-dominance 

language might feel off-putting to you, this oft-repeated reference is meant to signal how important 

Jesus is, that, as God’s Son, Jesus belongs there in that place of honor and majesty, in that place of 

divine worship. 
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 Here in Romans 8, that reference to Jesus at the right hand of God is also made to indicate 

influence.  Jesus has the kind of access none of the rest of us could ever dream of having.  Jesus is there 

directly beside, whispering in God’s ear.  Or maybe not whispering; why would he need to whisper?  Or 

maybe, within the Trinity, there’s some kind of Vulcan-like mind meld, where they don’t have to speak 

at all?  However such divine communications happen, after accomplishing all that he had done on earth, 

and having done it so well, Jesus certainly wouldn’t need to be bashful or shy.  Previously, Jesus had 

knelt in the Garden of Gethsemane and called out to God from the cross.  But now, resurrected and 

ascended to heaven, standing or sitting beside God the Father, there was no distance, no distinction, no 

difference.  Their interests were one and the same.  Father and Son were united in being and in purpose.  

What God wants, so desires the Son.  And what the Son wants, so desires the Father. 

 And that, folks, is what we can say about these things:  The Jesus who intercedes for us at the 

right hand of God is the best representative and advocate we could ever have, in exactly the best place 

he could ever be—and that’s pretty great news for us! 

 
 CONCLUSION 

 To conclude this sermon, I wanted to come up with a story about someone who had interceded 

for me.  Who came to mind was actually a set of three people with whom I worked at Christ United 

Methodist Church in Denver.  In 1986, I was hired to be the Director of Christian Education on staff along 

with Rev. Jon Nieves, the senior pastor; Rev. Frank Dawson, the minister of visitation; and Frank’s wife 

Yvonne, who was the church secretary.  All three of them were near or past retirement age, and they 

had a lot of church experience and wisdom.  And they rooted for my success at a pivotal make-it-or-

break-it point in my ministry development.   

 After some very rough and impoverished years of trying miserably to do ministry in another 

denomination in a state quite far from home, Steve and I had just recently moved to Denver so I could 

study for my Master of Divinity degree at The Iliff School of Theology.  But because we were so poor in 
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those days and already burdened with student debt, I figured I had to work first and school would have 

to wait until I could fit it in.  But Jon, Frank, and Yvonne assumed it the other way around.  They were 

used to having a seminary student on their staff, and they immediately wanted to know what my school 

schedule was like, so we could flex my work schedule around my classes.  Their advocacy for my 

education and help acquiring some financial aid made it possible for me to enroll at Iliff that first fall 

instead of having to wait for another semester.  They also advocated for me in all ways United 

Methodist.  I had only been a member of the denomination for about a year at that time, and they took 

me in and taught me so much about the local church.  The next spring, Rev. Jon helped line me up to go 

to Annual Conference so I could see how things worked denominationally, and he—a former district 

superintendent—began introducing me to conference leaders and colleagues whom I’ve cherished now 

for over three decades. 

 The way Jon, Frank, and Yvonne advocated and interceded for me made a profound difference 

in my life, a difference that continues in my ministry with you today.  I’m telling you this because I want 

you to hear that Jesus is like that for us and even more.  Because of the way he lived and died, because 

God raised him up in power, and because Jesus continues to live at the right hand of God—we have an 

amazing advocate, God’s very own Son.  So, no matter what our concern, no matter what our trouble—

we don’t have to worry about what to say—because we already know the answer, right? 

 What then are we to say about these things?  Jesus intercedes for us! 
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