Sunday, November 16, 2025

Title: In Every Ending, God Prepares a New Beginning
Luke 21:5-19

Introduction:

Have you ever noticed that the people who predict the end of the world
never schedule it for a Monday? Probably because even the end of the
world doesn’t want to compete with rush-hour traffic! But Jesus reminds
us of it’s not about when the end comes, but ~ow we live until it does.

In our reading, Jesus spoke about the destruction of Jerusalem and the
Temple, as well as disasters and wars that seem to signal the end of the
world. Jesus words can feel as intense as a moment from the movie
Armageddon, Jesus spoke these things not to scare the disciples or us, or
to cause panic, but to prepare us and strengthen our faith.

Jesus is simply telling the truth that everyone will die. This world and
everything in it will one day fade away and come to an end.

But Jesus assures us: “Do not be terrified!” If we look closely, the events
he mentioned are already happening around the world, things we see
every day on TV and on the internet: earthquakes, hurricanes, false
prophets, famines, calamities, and even wars between nations.

Jesus said the end is a new beginning, then what must we do?

1.We should not fear but be ready.
Who among us feels fear or anxiety over events in life and in the world?

What are the things most of us fear - losing our loved ones, our health,
our security, death and the end of life, or our sense of beauty? If these
are the things we fear, how do we prepare, and what actions can we take
to be ready?

You know, Filipinos have a way of talking to the Lord when death is
raging or calamities happen. We say, “Lord, please don’t take us yet, our
children are still young! They haven’t graduated yet, I haven’t even met
my grandchildren. Lord, please don’t take me yet!

For me personally, I say Lord, please don’t take me yet, my wife is still
young and still beautiful! My hope is to live a long and meaningful life



with my wife even until the age of 88 and with our children. We all want
more time. I cannot save my wife nor our children but I can pray for them
to draw closer to God. I believe salvation is personal, not by family, not
by groups, nor by any institution. In times like these, being spiritually
ready is essential. Yet Jesus reminds us that instead of fearing the end, we
should spend our time being ready.

As believers, we are commanded to be always prepared and watchful
until his return. The disciples asked, ‘Lord, what will be the sign of these
things, and when will they happen?’ Jesus said “There are signs, but that
is not yet it, and we will never know when it will happen.”

In being prepared, strong faith must always be present. What does strong
faith do in times of chaos or destruction? It gives us strength and peace
when everything around us seems uncertain. It keeps us steady, even
when storms and calamities rage in our lives. And most importantly, it
guides us to do what is right and helps us remain faithful to God, no
matter the circumstances.

The Lord does not want us to be afraid of this world. He wants us to be
prepared and faithful to Him.

2. We must desire for the Lord not on the world.

As humans, we are often drawn to the beauty and pleasures of this world.
Sometimes, we forget the true peace and security that God wants to give
us. The pleasures that the world gives are tempting, and the joy we find in
it feels so full.

Who wouldn’t enjoy the pleasures and entertainment that the world offers?
Spiritually speaking, many have forgotten our Lord.

When we desire for the Lord, we discover a joy and peace that nothing in
this world can match or replace. True happiness comes only from a
deep, personal relationship with Him.

When we value God above the world, our hearts naturally follow His will.
Choosing to place the Lord at the center of our lives guides us to make
the right decisions and strengthens our faith.

In times like these, our decisions must be guided by a desire for God.
We must put our faith in Jesus alone, Because of Jesus, we can stand firm
even in moments of tragedy. We will not fear any evil, His rod and His
staff are our comfort.



3. We must always look ahead, holding firmly to hope.

Hope is not mere wishful thinking it is the firm and confident trust that
God is actively working in our lives,

The signs happening around us are not meant to discourage us. Rather,
they are meant to strengthen us as we walk in faith. And Jesus must be
the subject of our hope.

It’s only natural for us to feel hopeless at times, to feel regret,
disappointment, or a sense of falling short. We’re human, we feel
things! Tell the person next to you, You 're human, not a robot!

Dwelling on past mistakes, regrets, or disappointments can paralyze us.
But looking forward reminds us that God’s plan continues to unfold, and
every single day is a chance to trust Him more and grow stronger in
faith.

Looking ahead and holding firmly to hope is a kind of spiritual discipline,
a noble virtue we can rely on in an ever-changing world.

For John Wesley Hope is rooted in God’s grace Because of Christ’s
work and God’s sustaining love, believers can look forward with
confidence, even in a troubled world. our hope must be active, not
passive; it must be moving forward.

Conclusion:

Let us remain faithful to God in his Church, even in times of trouble,
sickness and destructions. Hold on to the faith, Christ alone is our
Salvation.



