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Title: Humility Opens Heaven’s Door! 

Luke 18:9-14 
 
 

Introduction 

 

A garbage picker 

After getting settled in his new town, a garbage picker went to church for 

the first time to worship. He found that the folks in the church ignored 

him because of his poor appearance. After the service, the preacher went 

to the garbage picker and told him that "My friend, in this town, we get 

dressed up for church." 

“But I am  just a humble garbage picker with no better clothes than these. 

What shall I do?" The Preacher responded, “Pray to God. He will tell you 

what to do.” aha! 

 

The coming Sunday the garbage picker came back to church wearing 

colorful clothes. He thought his outfit was fine and looked good. After the 

worship service the preacher told the garbage picker. Oh, the garbage 

picker is in trouble.  

The pastor said: Didn't I tell you to ask God what to wear to come 

here?" 

Picker replied: Yes sir you did.  

The Pastor asked: And did you do that?" 

Picker answered : Yes sir I did." 

The Preacher asked again: And what did God tell you to wear?" 

Picker confidently answered: Well to be honest pastor, he didn't know. 

He said to me he's never been in this church before. 

 

The preacher shook his head, and said, “Oh my! Maybe God didn’t come 

in because He didn’t have a good dress like ours!” 

Friends, we have a beautiful gospel this morning. It tells of two men who 

went to the temple to pray. Two different people, with different 

backgrounds, characters, principles and belief. One claimed to be 

righteous, while the other humbly declared that he was a sinner.  

What does this gospel teach us again this morning? 

 

 



1.  Don’t be prideful, instead show your heart! 

     The key to entering heaven is the purity of the heart. Please check 

yours! Is your heart still alive and responsive? Our heart represents our 

being of who we are. When your heart is wrong or deceitful, there may be 

a problem. But here, the real problem is the pride of the Pharisee. 

 

As what the Bible said Blessed are those with pure heart, for they shall 

see God. Pridefulness can be seen as a form of deceit. 

 

In what manner often people exaggerate their abilities, they were thinking 

they are better than others. They were more achievers than others. 

 

When people are prideful, they often become blind to the feelings of 

others; sensitivity is lost, and humility fades. When the Pharisee prayed, 

he was full of pride. He said he was not like the tax collector, a sinner, 

and claimed that he always attended the synagogue and gave offerings 

regularly. 

 

Jesus expects his disciples to continually act from the heart in every 

aspect of life. The same applies to us. Jesus wants us not to imitate the 

pharisee. 

 

As Jesus said, it is difficult for the boastful or those who exalt themselves 

to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. To enter Heaven, your heart must be 

pure and free from pride. 

 

2.  Be humble, God will lift you up! 

What the tax collector did was humble himself, bowing at the back of the 

temple, beating his chest, and saying “Lord, I have sinned, please forgive 

me.” 

 

I’m sorry friends when say, I don’t see myself as boss, I see myself as a 

servant leader, seeking to serve humbly rather than to be served pridefully. 

 

Isn’t it painful when others belittle or mock us? Sometimes we want to 

retaliate, but we shouldn’t because God will lift us up. Amen. 

 

What Jesus taught His disciples is to embrace and practice humility day 

by day, to see ourselves as less than others and to see others as better than 

us. In a world full of competition and proud people, Jesus expects from us 

a spirit full of humility, a spirit full of understanding, and a spirit that 

seeks to lift others up. Acknowledging and admitting our mistakes is a 



sign of true humility. Even when others challenge or laugh at us, true 

humility gives us our true character. 

 

For John Wesley, he often emphasized the importance of humility in the 

Christian life. He saw humility not just as a moral virtue but as a key 

expression of a heart transformed by God. He added that a humble spirit 

seeks the good of others. He believed that true holiness involves loving 

and serving others with a humble heart. 

 

When you are humble, Jesus Christ opens heaven for you. 

 

3.  God hears Honest prayers 

In this story from the Gospel, the two men prayed in the temple. The first 

was a Pharisee, the kind who prays like there’s a little music playing in 

his head saying “Lord, thank you that I am not like him!” 

Sometimes, we can be a little like that too. We pray and compare 

ourselves to others, saying “Thank You Lord, that I came to church on 

time today. Or “at least Lord, I tried to pay attention and I didn’t fall 

asleep like him!” 

Then there’s the tax collector. He quietly sits at the back of the temple. 

He just humbly pray says, yes Lord many times I fall asleep because the 

preachers sermon is too long. God have mercy on me, a sinner. 

One thing good for both of them is that they are praying, but God hears 

the honest prayers and that would be the prayer of the tax collector, The 

prayer of the tax collector rises like the fragrant smoke of incense, 

reaching up and entering the Kingdom of God. 

In our prayers, we don’t need to tell the Lord what we have done or how 

we helped or gave because He already knows everything we do. Our 

prayers don’t need to be long or fancy, and the words don’t need to be 

impressive. What matters is the sincerity of our prayer and our humble 

approach to Him. 

 

When we pray, we communicate with a Supreme Being above. We do not 

pray to change God’s plan or will for us; we pray so that the Lord may 

change us—change our perspective and soften the stubbornness of our 

hearts. 

 

When you pray, let God work in His own way, and trust that He will 

provide at the right time for you. Amen.  


